
No Justification for Newspapers
in Printing Self-Destruction

Stories.

ASKED TO DISCONTINUE IT

Plea Is Made by Committee of
American Academy of

Medicine.

Los Angelet), Cal., June I l.-r-"6uiclde
1b a private affair. Thcro Is no more
Justification for the publication of such
accounts than there Is for publishing
other prlvato matters."

This Is the assertion of a commit¬
tee of the Amorlcan Academy of Medl-
clno which Investigated the question
of suicide, and in making Its report
here yesterday requested the press of
America to rofrnln from further pub¬
lication of such affairs. "If, however,"
tho roport declares, "the members of
tho press arc still skeptical as to the
fact that they aro now accessories to
crlmo, we suggest that they assist In
the study of the conditions."
A number of suggestions In this

lespect are made, and it Is also pro¬
posed that if the papers Insist upon
printing scandals and newB of suicides
it bo limited to a separate sheet of
distinct yollow color, bo "clean minds
may avoid the corruption. If such amethod Is desirable for athletic news,.why not extend Us use?"
"Tho rapid Increase In the death

rate from suicide la the United Stales,¦with the conviction that a prominent,cuuso of this deplorable act was tobo found In the suggestive effect of
newspaper publication of details," iggiven as the reason for the Investi¬
gation, The roport further Bays: .»
"The average value of a human lifohas been reckoned at $2,000. On thatbusts the loss from suicide in this

country In 1906 was 124,996,000. Is 11
.worth trying to save, oven If one la
not actuated by any higher motive ofhumanity?"
"Tho publication of suicide news onthe plea of news Is declared to bo

a makeshift. The report says In part:"Your committee linds that alien¬ists are practically unanimous In tho
opinion that the suggestive effect oftue reading of details of suicides Is
u powerful factor In the causatljn ofsuicides among susceptible individuals."After the publication of a spectacu¬lar suicide by jumping from a highpluce In Chicago, displayed upon thefront page of Chicago papers, severalsimilar attempts were made within
a few days."
The report mentions several otherInstances of attempted suicide fol¬lowing publication of stories of sui¬cide. The report says that while thedeath rate from homicide and t>ulc'dehas been Increasing, tho general death

rtto has been decreasing.Tho Question Is asked: "How muchIs tho press to be blamed for homi¬cides, as well as for suicides? Are theynot accomplices In the crimes?"
Considering the occupations, we findthat for males the general laborers,and those engaged In agriculture, areleuet prone to suicide. Soldiers andsailors are most prone to dlo by sui¬cide. It Is a prominent cause of deathfor Ealoon keepers, brewers, cigar-makers, servants, achitects, bankers,collectors, commercial travelers anddruggists, tailors, journalists and law¬

yers. Among employed women wofind that It Is a prominent cause ofdeath for telegraph and telephone
operators, clgarmakers and stenogra¬phers, In the order mentioned. The ac-'tlvely Insane or those hopelessly dis¬
eased mentally are not prone to sui¬cide.

"In conclusion, we as defenders of
the health and morals of the commu¬
nities, request the press of America to
refrain from further publication of
such affairs. We ask the editors to
mentally place themselves as members
of bereaved families, and to considerif In making such publications they
arc doing as they would be done by."We suggest that In each city tho
papers agree to refrain from such
publication for a month. Then all
simultaneously publish an account of
one such case, placing the account
upon tho front page, with suitable
headlines. Again, refrain from fur¬
ther publication of such cases for a
month. In the meantime, let them
keep accurate statistics 83 to the cases
and methods, with dates, in the terri¬
tory covered by their patronage, and
compared with similar periods under
present conditions. Wo suggest that
thlB data be sent to, the officers of the
academy as a basis for further study.If tho results show a direct relation¬
ship, further persistence In the pub¬lications should be recognized ascriminal."
IOWA TOWN" WILL DE

CENTRE FOR WTlESTliBRS
Humboldt, Iowa. June 25..Arrange¬ments are practically completed fortho erection of the training quartersfor Frank Gotch to be used In his

preparations for the world's champion¬ship wrestling match next September.Several cities have been making offers
to Gotch. but he has been anxious
to do his work at ho"ie, and so duringtho next few months Humboldt willbo the centre for wrestlers.

You will have to buy that
Piano before the first or lose
the discount.

See us NOW.to-day!

Walter D.
Moses & Co.
103 E. Broad St.

Oldest Music House in Va.
and N. C.

People Drink ""Less Champagne
and Wear Fewer

Diamonds.
Washington. Juno 25..A wave of

economy Is sweeping the country, ac¬

cording to ligures of the bureau of
statistics of the Department of Com¬
merce .and Labor, which disclose the
fact that Americans cut their im¬
ported champagne bill In two and
adorned themselves with $7,000,000
worth of dlamoods fewer during tho
past eleven months than In the aamo
period last year. At the same time
the Uniteel States managed to Increase
Its Imports over the corresponding
period of 1810 by more than $145,-
000,000.
Diamonds valued at (37,250,000 were

brought Into the country during the
eleven months ending with May, 1810,
while the total for the similar period
just ended was only $30,500,000. Cham¬
pagne dropped from $6,000,000 to $3.-
000.000, silk Hees from $6.000.000 to
$3,500.000, and dressed furs from $10,-
000,000 to $7,000,00. Works of art
were the only articles under tnls -la^a
showing an Increase, the total advanc¬
ing from $20,333.333 to $21,500.000.
With $573,500,000 In goods exported

during the eleven months ending with
May, an Increase of $145,800,000 over
tho total for the same months ending
with May, 1910, cotton as usual headed
the list. There was a decided falling
oft in the quantity of Illuminating oil
sent abroad during the eleven months,
the total being $51,500.000, as com¬
pared with $57.400.000 for the same
period last year. There was an :n-
crease In exports of meat and dairy
products of from $120.100,000 to $135,-
400,000, and copper Jumped from $76,-
400.000 to $9S,700,000.

STRUCK BY UGHTXIXfi.

Weather Honrdlnc Tom Off Fott-
Ofllce ut Amelia.

(Special to The Times-Dispatch. JAmelia, Va., June 26..Ahout 3:30
o'clock yesterday an electrical storm,
accompanied by wind and heavy rain,
began here and lasted for more than
half an hour. Tho large, two-story
building occupied by the Amelia Drug
Company and the post-office was struck
by lightning at the northwest corner,
under the top of the building, and the
weather boarding was torn off. Sul¬
phurous smoke Issued from the upper
part of the building and also from
the room In which the long distance
'phone is situated. Search was made
for fire, but none could be discovered.
Quite a number of people were In

the drug store, and a number of wo¬
men had taken refuge in the post-
office, none of whom, however, was
shocked.

F0SS FOR PRESIDENT
Lusty Boom In Started for Massachu¬

setts Man.
Lawrence. Mass., June 25..Placards

bearing the legend "Eugene NT. Foss
for President In 1912" covered the
pavilion at Canoble Lake Park, where
the annual outing of the Democratic
clubs of Middlesex and Essex coun¬
ties was held yesterday. There
were various speeches In support of
Governor Foss, but othors boomed
Governor Judson Harmon, of Ohio, for
the nomination. Senator Atlee
Pomerene, of Ohio, was a guest of tho
clubs.

In a book of character study by a Richmond authoress, recently pub¬lished, a quaint old lady, in expressing her views on this subject, in an epi¬gram, says, "Human Nature are a rascal!" Of course she was a pessimist,and pessimists are not the best judges of humanity.
Human Nature is more or less a question of disposition, and dispositionis largely a; ttcr of digestion. Help both by drinking

Mother Nature's Gift to Human Nature.
Phono Monroe 477 or 478. (Holly Llthia Springs Company.)

Conspiracy to Restrain Trade by
Enforcing Rates on Agents

Alleged.

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS BEGUN

Officers of Periodical Publishers'
Association to Be

Examined.

New York, June 26..Civil and crim¬
inal proceedings are pending against
the Periodical Publishers' Association,
of which all the loading magazine
publishers aro members, on the ground
that the metnbors aro in a conspiracy
to control the prices of magazine sub¬
scriptions.
The criminal Investigation has been

conducted before a Federal grajid jury
for several weeks an[l Is In charge
of a special prosecutor named by the
Department of Justice. Complaints
against tho association were made not
only by subscription agents, who al¬
lege that their business has been In¬
terfered with, but In behalf of a num¬
ber of public libraries, some of them
In the West. It Is alleged that through
the concerted action of the publishers
tho libraries are forced to pay higher
prices than formerly for msgazlnes.
Among tho witnesses already examined
arc employes of the American Newj}Company and certain subscriptionagents. i'U
The civil suit has been Instituted byJohn Thomas Wood, who does a gen¬eral subscription business under tho

name of the Publishers' SubscriptionExchange at 1 Madison Avenue. WyodIs suing the Periodical Clearing House,which Is conducted by the members ofthe Periodical Publishers' Association'as an Incorporated concern. WoodalBo names as defendants Doubleday,Page &. Co., the Butterick PublishingCompany, the Crowell Publishing Com-
£any. Harper & Bros., the Internationallagazlne Company and about fifteenother defendant publishing firms which
are members of the Perloatcal Publish¬ers' Association. He asks for $100,000damages on the ground that the de-fendants have conspired to ruin Illsbusiness.

IWood has merely served a summonsin the civil cases ad yet, and the case
came before Supreme Court JusticeGlegerlch Saturday on an applicationby Wood to examine certain olilcersof the defendants for the purposo olgetting information to enable him tcframe his complaint properly. Thecourt signed an order permitting nlmto examine Charles D. Lanier, secretaryand treasurer of the Review of Re¬views Company, who he alleges Is act¬ing head of the Periodical ClearingHouse and is responsible for the actiontaken by the clearing house againstMm, and Colonel George Harvey, ofHarper's. The court also directed thatall the books and papers of the Pe¬riodical Clearing House be submittedfor Wood's Inspection.
The plalptlff said in his petition tothe court that for many years he. hasbeen in the business of soliciting sub¬scriptions and general advertising andthat In the year 1609-10 his businessexceeded $60,000. He says that by thewrongful acts of the defendants theyhave "destroyed, wrecked" his businessand prevented him from carrying outexisting contracts.
Wood said that the Periodical Clear¬ing House Is capitalized at $2,000, di¬vided Into twenty shares of $100 each.'held by the members. The incorpora-tors are all law clerks and clerks inthe offices of magazine publishers. Itspurpose is not us set forth in thecertificate of Incorporation, Wood al¬leges, but the regulation and controlof subscription prices. He believesthat no cash has ever been paid foi-shares of stock, and that the onlypurpose of the members Is to "dorn-Inate, control and dictate the sub¬scription price of all magazines andperiodicals." Wood says that the de¬fendant corporation has notified himthat he will be forced out of businessand for this reason he believes tha>tho organization Is against oublicpolicy.
The plaintiff submitted a contract hemade last October with the PhillipsPublishing Company in behalf ot thoAmerican and Cosmopolitan magazinesand Good Housekeeping, by which thecompany was to give him rebated foisubscriptions obtained and furnish thoAmerican Magazine and Good House¬keeping for 90 cents a year, and thoCosmopolitan for 70 cents. There Is acontract with Harpers by which thepublishers will accept subscriptions forHarper's Weekly for $3.20. A contractwith the Butterick Publishing Com¬pany offered Wood 20 cents for eachsubscription. Under this contractWood said he got 7.321 subscription?for the Delineator and 6,888 for Every;body's between October last and .Tune1. The plaintiff also submitted a con¬tract with Doubleday, Page & Co.
Wood says that the Periodical Clear¬ing House has passed a resolutionproviding that no subscription agentmay take more than 5 cents profit fora subscription .for any periodical, midthat for each case of miscalculationof ihe rate arranged by the clearinghouse, or of rebates by the publisher,tho agent will be fined ,$25 for eachmagazine Another resolution fixes pline of $5oo for any violation not cov-eiod by the $25 fine resolution.Because of the contracts which hesubmitted to the court Wood savs thoPeriodical Clearing House has" finedhim "an excessive sum" and notifiedhim that the amount of the fine willbe taken out of the sums to be paidhim for subscriptions. He says thatthere Is $10,060 now due him fromthe members of the clearing house forthe subscriptions he has obtained. Healleges that by means of the penal¬ties prescribed tho defendant concernnot only controls the subscriptionrates of magazines published by Itsmembers but of all magazines, be¬cause euch subscription agent Is re¬quired to submit every three mouthsa statement of all his huslness and Iof the rates obtained.Wood asked for the order to ex¬amine Mr. Lanier and Colonel Harvoyto Und out who fined him, why hewas lined, and \^hnt publishers werorepresented at tho meeting when ac¬tion wns taken. He says he has beennotified that unless tho alleged ex¬cessive fine is paid the defendantswill not do business with him norpermit him to do business.

MASONIC CELEBRATION.
Dnoriuet on Friday One of Mom Inter¬

esting In History of Lodge.tSpecial to The Times-Dispatch.]Danville, Va.,'*June 25..The AncientFree and Accepted Masons have al¬
ways honored the memory of St. Johnthe Baptist by celobratlng the 2-lthday of June, as an Important date tothe craft. Friday night the RomanEagle and Morotock Lodgos united Inthe celebration, and one of tho mostInteresting Masonic affairs In this cityfor years, was held In the Masonic.
Temple. More,/than 100 were seated'at
the banquet, in the beautiful blue
lodge room. Dr. Robert Brydon, who
for forty-one years, has been a. Mason
and for many years has hold the office
of trustee, and chairman of tho hoard
of trustees, was presented with a
handsome full Jeweled open face
watch and chain, beautifully engraved,
as a token of appreciation of his work.
The presentation speech was mado by
Eugene Wither/*.

ROBERT BARR WOODS HUTCHINSON, M. D.

ARE CONTRIBUTORS TO NEXT SUNDAY'S ISSUE OF

By Woods Hutchinson, The Celebrated Surgeon-Author, Deals With This Great Author's View of the Importance of a "SaneFourth."
Other Contributors to this notable issue of THE TIMES-DISPATCH are: John Kendrick Bangs, Edgar Mels, ElizabethL. Stocking, Harry Lee Snyder, J. A. Tiffany, Edwin Tarrisse, Nellie Frances Milburn, Randolph Lichfield, Smith Dunbar Fry,Linda De K. Fulton and others.

All in the Next Issue of the Illustrated Sunday Magazine of

Chatham Justice Issues Warning
to Reckless Drivers of

Automobiles.
[Special to The Tlmea-Dispatch.]Chatham. Va., June 25..Chauffeur

Easterly, driving' an automobile up
Main Street Friday morning, fright¬
ened a horse hitched to a buggy. In
which was Mrs. C. A. Womack. The
horse fortunately was gotten under
control before injuring Mrs. Womack,
but the harness and buggy were dam¬
aged. Easterly was given a hearing
bofore Justice Hurt Saturday morn¬
ing, and fined 550 and costs. Wit¬
nesses testified that Mrs. Womack sig¬
naled the car to stop, but her warning
was unheeded. Easterly was arrested
at Altavista and brought back by
Sheriff Shclhorse. This Is the first
trial for reckless driving heard here.
Easterly appen'led to the county Cir¬
cuit 'Court.

Justice. Hurt, In rendering his deci¬
sion, took occasion to state that "the
law was that any automobile ap¬
proaching a vehicle drawn by horst.
or other animal, the animal becoming
frightened at the auto, the driver must
alight, and catch the horse, and If the
law was not observed, all violators
tried In his court would catch the
Devil."

for our business. Must be ex¬

perienced and furnish unqualified
references.. Application must be
by letter.
THE GEO. A. HUNDLEY CG\

514 East Broad Street.

GALA PERFORMANCE
AT CQVENT GARDEN

Renowned Artists, Brilliant Music and Lavish
Decorations Promise to Make It One of
Memorable Events of Coronation Season.

London, Juno 25,^Tho gala corona¬
tion performance at the Covent Garden
Opera House, commanded by the Kingfor Monday evening, at 8:30, promises
to be brilliant both from the point oi
view of the music and from that of the
renowned artists engaged, while the
scheme of decoration has never been
surpassed In magnificence at this the¬
atre.
The program opens with n sceno

from the second act of Verdi's "Atdn,"
representing the gato of Thebes, and it
Is cast as follows:

Alda, Mine. Dcstlnn; Amneii's, Mine.
ICIrkby Lunn; the King, M. Huberdeau,
Rhadames, Slgnor Bassl; Amonasro. M.
Gllly: Ram(Is. Slgnor Slblrlakoft; pre¬
miere danseuse. Mile. Opalfvens; con¬
ductor, Slgnor Campnnlnl.

Tills Is to be followed by Act II. of
Gounod's "Romeo et Juliette," the sceno
being laid In a garden on which Juli¬
ette's balcony looks. The cast Is:

Juliette, Mine. Mclba; Romeo, M.
Franz; Gortrude. Mine. Berat; Sto-
phano. Miss Booker; Gregorio. Mr.
Burke; conductor Percy Illtt.

Rossini's "II Barbiere dl Slvlglla" on-
sues, Act III., the scene of which Is
laid In Rostnn's studio, being given by
the following artists:
Rosina, Mine. Totrazzlnl; Bertha,

Mme. Berat; Bartolo, Slgnor Malatesta;
Almaviva, John McCormack; Figaro,
Slgnor Samroorco; Bnslllo, Slgnor Mar-
.coux; conductor, Slgnor Panlzzn.

Tableau II. of the Russian ballet "Lo
Pavlilon d'Arrolde," the pantomime of
which is by M. Alexandre Bonols, and
the music by M. Nicholas Tchoropnln,
will then be given with the following
cast:
Armlde, Mme. Karsavlna; Vicomte de

Beaugency, M. Holm; ho martiuis, M.
Cccchottl; Armlde's slnvc._M.. Nljlnsky;
Armlde's confidantes, Mines. Will, Schol-
lar, Nljlnsky; master of.ceremonies,
M. Kussof; conductor, M. Tcherepnln.
Tho famous building has for this oc¬

casion been transformed Into a bower
of roses. Over 100,000 of theso blos¬
soms, in all shades of color, are used
in tho schemo of decoration. Only tho
royal box Is draped, the others relying
purely on floral ndornmont. Around
tho toyal scats are draperies of crim¬
son pluah. bordered with gold, with a
frlezo of sale mauve, white Bold orchid*

and foliage, while the interior of the
box if, decorated with pink carnations.
Over the centre of the front is the im¬
perial crown, und underneath it the
Star of the Garter, all worked in (low¬
ers. Tho medallion for India, with the
Star of India hanging from it, Is fixed
over tho box on the tier above.
A trophy consisting of the rose,

thistle, shamrock and harp, tied to¬
gether with a true lovers' knot, Is fixed
on the proscenium curtain, and on the
slde3 aro placed two medallions, with
the royal initials, "G" and "-M." Im¬
mediately above is hung flic Union
Jack, surmounted by the imperial
crown.

Each tier of the house Is outlined In
deep pink roses. The ground lloor is
arranged with a green silk trellis, with
large pale pink roses clustering over It.
The next tier is arranged quite differ¬
ently, medallions of deep pink roses be¬
ing connected by festoons of päle roses.
On tho grand tier nie placed large me¬
dallions of deep pink roses, with tho
names of the various sections of the
empire worked in gold flowers. New
Zealand, Australia, South Africa and
Canada are sepnrated by gold cornu-
copln baskets of crimson roses, con¬
nected by festoons of pale pink roses.
A broad band of deep crimson roses

outlines the proscenium, and a frieze
of the same flower Is placed over the
lop. Rambler roses are so arranged as
to appear to be growing from the
ground and clambering up the columns
from tier to tier, and changing In color
from pale pink to the deepest crimson
ns they reaoh the top.

At loasl a third of the house will be
occupied by Ills Majesty's guests and
tholr suites, and the demand for the
remaining scats hus been extraordi¬
nary. Applications -have numbered over,
ten times tho totul of seats available
and offers of $3,000 to $5,000 for a single
box havo been refused. Subscribers
woro glvon the preference In the allot¬
ment of boxes, for which the price was
nxed at $525. A waiting list was
opened, on which several hundreds of.
disappointed applicants placed their
names. In the hope that some of the
poople who have reserved boxes may]for somo reason renounce their claims
at the last montont..
Levee or evening dress Is to be en-

forced In every part of the house.
A military guard of honor will bo

drawn up to receive Their. Majesties'on
their arrival at the theatre, and Just
inside the building a lavishly decorated
reception room has been erected, in
which the state ofllclals will await the
entrance of Their Majesties and the
royal guests.
Ten of the boxes In the centre of the

theatre have been thrown Into one. Inordjr to make the royal box sufficientlylarge to hold the 100 guests of royalrank, in the course of th<: evonlng itIs expected that His Majesty, the King,will hold a reception of his guests In
the foyer Immediately at the rear of
the royal box. where a large numberof artistic objects from the royal pal¬
aces havo' been used as decorations.
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